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only a quite singular man would have accomplished, and had
the fight gone against him that day it is unlikely that any
other member of his family would have succeeded. Arabia
would have remained a setting for tribal wars and foreign
intrigues, becoming more and more dangerous to the
stability of the Middle East.

If the bursting of the Marib dam, and the discovery by
Rome of the secret of the monsoon storm and of the Cape
route by the Portuguese, were reasons for the long Arabian
night of decline, the blood which flowed in the gateway of
the MasmakFort in Riyadh in January 1901, at the beginning
of the reign of Ibn Saud, may be a token of its end. Some
four centuries after the disaster at Marib there came a great
revival; and now, four centuries after the Portuguese brought
disorders upon Arabia, order came again.

Gradually, with unfailing perception of when to strike
and when to be patient, of when to be ruthless and when to
be forgiving, of when to drive and when to draw, the King
had gained back province after province and moulded them
into one kingdom, firm in its renewed adherence to the early
traditions of their Arab religion. If at times there were
setbacks, if at times the newly converted tribesmen threat-
ened to become uncontrollable fanatics, he had by 1935
finally gained undisputed power. He ruled, from Aridh,
in Central Arabia, over the eastern province of Al Hasa,
where his Emir was Abdulla bin Jaluwi, one of his trusty
companions on the night of the fateful skirmish at the
Masmak Fort; over the western princedom of the Hejaz,
on the Red Sea, where his son Feisal rules for him from
Mecca; over the northern principality of Jabal Shammar
under another warrior, Abdul Aziz ibn Musa'ad; and over
the territory of Asir, in the south, where he placed Ibn
Turki, a kinsman.

Arabia, from the northern end of the Persian Gulf on one
side, across to the northern end of the Red Sea on the other,
and down both coastlines, to the Yemen on the west and
Oman on the east, is entirely in his hands.
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